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MOSCOW DAILY NEWS 
 
Scores for Idaho students above average; Fourth- and eighth-graders 
shine in math and reading 
 
Staff report | October 20, 2005 
 
Idaho students are holding their own in the testing battle playing out on the 
national stage.  
 
The state’s fourth- and eighth-grade students topped national scores in 
math and reading, according to figures released Wednesday on the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress tests.  
 
Results from the spring test showed the Idaho students improved their 
scores compared to two years ago. Scores also hovered between three and 
five points above the national scores.  
 
The fourth-grade math scores were the strongest subject for Idaho’s 
students, reported the National Center for Education Statistics. Compared 
to other states in the nation, only four had better fourth-grade math scores 
than Idaho. Eighty-six percent of students earned a rank of basic or better 
in this area.  
 
Compared to the NAEP scores from 2003, fourth-graders showed 
improvement in both math and reading, whereas eighth-graders’ scores 
remained stable.  
 
“What we see is something similar to what we saw in the ISAT — strong 
elementary performance and then it flattens out and is not maintained in 
the middle school grades,” said Allison Westfall, spokeswoman for the 
Idaho Department of Education.  
 
To improve middle school math instruction, Marilyn Howard, Idaho’s 
superintendent of public instruction and the SDE implemented the Idaho 
Math Academy. The academy works with middle school teachers in a 
weeklong training program. Each year 130 teachers receive additional 
training to help them teach math.  
 
Westfall said Howard hopes to expand the program to reach the 1,000 
teachers estimated to be teaching middle school math classes.  
 
She said Howard requested $1.5 million from the Legislature to help fund 
it.  
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The NAEP is a requirement of the No Child Left Behind Act. Students in 
fourth and eighth grade take the test every other year in the spring. A 
random sampling of about 9,000 Idaho students are tested in reading, 
math and science. Math and reading results become available in the fall, 
and science results become available the following spring.  
 
Westfall said the NAEP is a useful tool because it allows for state-to-state 
comparisons. She said Adequate Yearly Progress scores use different tests 
in different states but the NAEP allows students to use the same test.  
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